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Dear Parents/Guardians,

I hope that the transition back to school this past week has been smooth for everyone! We
all look forward to a great year at WMCI!

Mrs. Sandra Meilleur, PCSD Superintendent, forwarded information to all families on
August 19th after the Manitoba government announced the cell phone ban over the
summer for students in Grades K-12. The intent is to help young people focus in class and
engage them in their lessons and conversations with classmates and the staff.

Students were informed of the WMCI developed procedures on the first day of classes and
told they would take effect this upcoming Monday, September 9, 2024. This letter is to
inform you as parents/guardians of these procedures.

Grades 7 & 8 students are not permitted to use their phones during the entire SCHOOL.
DAY including breaks and lunch as per government policy. (Note: Leaving the school
during lunch is still part of the school day so no phone is permitted). Students may have
their phones before homeroom and after 3:20 dismissal. Therefore, the homeroom teachers
will collect the phones in a tote at the START of homeroom. A staff member will bring
them to the principal’s office for the remainder of the day. Phones are NOT to be on your
person or in your locker. If a student does not wish to have the phone collected, the phone
must stay at home. If a student leaves school early, they must come by the office to pick it
up. If they forget to pick it up, it will stored securely in the principal’s office until the next
school day. The school will NOT be opened after hours to retrieve your device.

Grades 9-12 students are not permitted to use their phones during CLASS TIME.

Students may use their phones before and after school, during breaks, lunch, and spares.
Each teacher will have their classroom procedures (some will require phones to be put in a
tote on the teacher's desk for the class while others will ask you to put them away and
leave them away for the class). You need to power your phone OFF to avoid disruptions.
Students have the option of leaving them in their lockers, but it is strongly recommended
to lock the lockers if they do so. If they forget their device at school, the school will NOT
be opened after hours to retrieve their device.

**There are some exceptions for those students who need their device for medical reasons
supported by medical documentation provided to the school through a URIS plan.
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**Teachers have the authority to allow usage periodically for instructional purposes at the
Grades 9 - 12 level.

Any staff member who encounters a student on their phone when they are not supposed to
be will send the student to the office. The occurrences will be tracked and regardless of
the student’s grade level, the same consequences will apply as outlined below.

Occurrence #1 -
*Phone will be kept in the principal’s office for the remainder of the day and given
back to the student at 3:20 dismissal (or earlier if the student is leaving).

Occurrence #2 -
*Parent/Guardian will be contacted
*Phone will be kept in the principal’s office for the remainder of the day
*Parent/Guardian will have to pick up the device from the school
when they are able (that day, next day, etc). It will not be given back to
the student and will be kept secure in the principal’s office until pick-up.
The school will not be opened after hours to retrieve the device.

Occurrence #3 -
*All of Step 2
*The student phone is no longer permitted at school for the remainder of the year
during school day hours (9:00 - 3:20 Monday - Friday).

Occurrence #4 -
*Discussions/consequences (and possible disciplinarian action) with
parent/guardian and others (school counselor, student services coordinator,
superintendent, etc). This is a repeated defiance issue against the school, division,
and province.

By working together as a community, we can promote student focus and success this school year!

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school.

Sincerely,

Shannon Blondeau
WMCI Principal






