
WILLIAM MORTON
COLLEGIATE

HOME OF THE WARRIORS

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  

Welcome to 2023! We’ve had a great start back at WMCI. January temperatures have been above
average, students have been working away, and there has been no shortage of extra-curricular
events - lots of basketball and curling. One major highlight to recognize, however, from the end
of 2022, is the December Band Concert! What a great evening! Congratulations to Mr. Goerzen
and all the students from Gladstone, Langruth and Plumas elementary schools, and those from
WMCI, for making that concert happen!

The long awaited opening of the science labs will occur with the start of the Second Semester.
The labs are really nice. We at WMCI are grateful to have received the Provincial funding to
make the labs renovation possible. 

The end of January always means Semester One exams and the anticipation of Semester Two. I’d
like to congratulate all students on an excellent first semester and encourage them all to keep
up the strong efforts in Semester Two. To finish this shorter message, I will end by quoting the
great Scottish economic thinker, Adam Smith, who wrote in his famous book An Inquiry into the
Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (published in 1776), “labour is the sole creator of all
value.” Think about this - if people do not labour - work - to better themselves, what becomes of
their value in terms of being able to earn a living? Keep studying, students!

G. Strick, Principal



The first band concert of the 2022-2023 was a roaring success!
After only playing for 4 months, the Beginner Concert Band
showcased a couple of favorite Christmas carols. The Junior

Concert Band opened with a carol, but then played a Halloween
piece with some silly stage effects that the audience enjoyed. The
Senior Jazz Band also made its debut with a couple of tunes. The

Jazz Band has been meeting once a cycle at lunch learning
various styles of jazz music. The concert closed with the Senior

Concert Band, playing a variety of music from Canadian folk
songs to a programmatic piece entitled "The Glacier Express". It
was also a pleasure to see recently retired, and much beloved,
Mrs. Salmon. Thank you to Mrs. Salmon for inspiring a love for

music in our students.
 

MR. SEAN GOERZEN



The Jr. Boys traveled to Neepawa on January 21st to compete in an
exhibition tournament. With just three practices under their belt they

performed admirably against a strong Neepawa A team, in their first of
five games. Unfortunately we lost, but the team learned some valuable
defensive lessons. The Warriors came out strong against Dauphin and
were rewarded with their first win of the season. We followed up the

Dauphin victory with a victory against a good St. Rose team. We ended up
second in our pool resulting in a showdown against the first place

Neepawa B team. The Warriors gave it their all, but we could not match
Neepawa’s size and speed, losing handily. We finished off the tournament

playing the Neepawa C team. The boys dug down deep, but ended up
losing a close game. We ended our first tournament ranked fourth out of

eight teams. The boys learned invaluable lessons. 
                                                                                                          Mr. Watson

JUNIOR BOYS BASKETBALL



The JV boys basketball team has begun to find their stride this season.
Even though we began the season with a rough start, the team has

worked hard and shown improvement. Our first game against Carberry
showed our weakness and experience. However, the next game against
Neepawa demonstrated progress and development in our play despite
losing. Our next two games against Macgregor were exciting matches.
While the first game was a win, the second resulted in a nail-biting loss.

Both games showed our newfound success and ways we need to
improve upon going forward. As we look ahead to the rest of the season
and playoffs, our goal is to continually look to improve in our individual

skill and overall play as a team. 
 

-COACHES NICK SEMLER & JOEL GOERTZEN



The Varsity Boys

Varsity boys have had a good start to the season. They have
had winning games against Macgregor, Carberry, Rivers

and Minnedosa in league play so far, with one loss to
Neepawa. They travelled to Ste. Rose on January13/14,

played well and placed 4th in the tournament. On January
28th they travelled to Treherne for a one day tournament,
played well and placed 3rd. They are looking forward to a

busy month of games in February.



The Junior varsity girls basketball team had a bit of a slow start to the season, with
the practices starting in Mid-November. Luckily, half of the players on this team

also play up on the Varsity team (which had been practicing since mid-September)
and this has helped to prepare and develop them at a faster rate than the JV

program would. 

Since there are only two other teams within our Zone 7 league, Neepawa and
MacGregor, the girls had an exhibition game at the beginning of January to get the
season started. The girls played the JV Dauphin Clippers and were not expecting

what they encountered. For the first year players, this was the roughest basketball
game they have ever played in. For the veterans, it was just a physically tough team.

The veterans played very well and led the rookies along the way, eventually
defeating Dauphin by a score of 45-29.

The following week, the team started their league play by coming up against
Neepawa. With the help of a very good press, the girls overcame a loud Neepawa
crowd to easily defeated them by a score of 53-19. The girls would have almost a
week off to then face the MacGregor Mustangs in our home gym. The girls had a
tougher time with them and pressed throughout the game. However, MacGregor
stayed right with our girls and pushed them to a limit they had not seen this year

yet. The girls would prevail and won the game by a score of 58 - 49.

The girls had to unfortunately turn around in two days and go to MacGregor to face
their team again. The girls pushed through a physical MacGregor team to outscore

them in a low scoring affair 35-24. 

The girls now had their final regular season game against Neepawa in a week with
no other games, including any varsity games. The rest must have been the ticket, as
the girls played the game of their lives. The girls not only were scoring at will, but

making passes never seen before in games prior. The entire team was spreading the
offense out, making it difficult for Neepawa to shut them down. With the beautiful

passing a superb shooting from most players, the girls scored the most points in any
girls game this season by a score of 69-9. Both Mr. Lang and Mr. Koshel were

astounded at the game played by our team and quite proud of them. 

The girls have some time off but will be back in action in a tournament in Dauphin
February 10-11. Good luck girls on the rest of the season and keep playing like you

can. 

       Mr. Koshel, Mr. Nemetchek and Mr. Lang

Junior Varsity
Girls



The Varsity girls basketball team actually started the season back in mid-September
with some non hour practices, hopefully giving the girls an opportunity to get some

early practice working on their skills. After a few months of this, the team jumped right
into full practices in November, working on their offense and defense as a team. 

 
This early start to the season has evidently helped the girls immensely, with the girls

going on a hot winning streak through the months of December and January. The girls
unfortunately had to wait to play their first game of the season till December 20th when

the girls faced a very rough Carberry team. The girls were a little surprised and settled
into a tough physical game to defeat Carberry 60-31.

 
The girls returned from the holiday break on Friday, January 6th  to face off in an

exhibition game against Treherne and easily defeated them by a score of 45-18. The
following week the girls were now right into the Zone 7 league games and faced Elton,
Minnedosa, Neepawa and Rivers. The girls played relatively well in the first two games

and defeated Elton 60-37 and Minnedosa 58-8. The home game against Neepawa was a
bit different with most of our starters struggling to score against a scrappy Neepawa

team. The girls did prevail and won the game by a score of 47-32. 
 

The girls finally got to travel to their first tournament of the season, going down to
Rosenort to face off against the top ranked teams in both A and AA. The first game they
played was against Ross L Gray school from Sprague. The girls had a bit of a slow start

but came on strong in the final three quarters to easily defeat them by a score of 51-24.
The next round robin game was against the number three ranked Rosenort team. The

girls were quite off and seemed intimidated by their height and skills, which led to
many of our girls missing easy shots throughout the game. On the other side, Rosenort
dominated our defense and outscored our girls throughout the game. In the end, the

girls suffered their first loss of the season by a score of 16-60. 
Our girls had a night to digest the loss, which was good in the eyes of the coaches, and

came out the next day against Morris. The girls had a little bit of a slow start but pressed
the Mavericks hard, which led to our girls taking over the game. Our girls proved too
strong for Morris and beat them 58-24. This set up a bronze medal game against the
number one ranked A team in the province and an old rival, Glenboro. The overly tall,

but soft, Glenboro team came out firing and built up a lead against our girls in the first
half by about 20 points. This lead would remain the same throughout the rest of the

game and give the Glenboro girls the win by a final score of 37- 57. 
 

The girls have the last half of the season ahead of them with a number of injuries that
need to be healed and lots of skill work to improve our scoring success. The girls are

setting their goals for a successful push at Provincials in Souris in March. Keep up the
good work!

 
        Mr. Koshel and Mr. Nemetchek

Varsity Girls











GIRLS
WMCI @ ELTON

BOYS
WMCI @ MACGREGOR

 

GIRLS//BOYS
MINNEDOSA @ WMCI

 

GIRLS/BOYS
WMCI @ NEEPAWA

GIRLS/BOYS
WMCI @ RIVERS

Coming this spring (April/May)!!! 7/8 girls volleyball club. We will focus on
fundamental skills and game play for students looking to play volleyball at

the high school level. Stay tuned for more information!
 

Mr. Smith
 
t


